ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHAPEL, STORRS, CT

Welcome!

If you are new to the community, Welcome! We are grateful to the
Lord for your presence with us and look forward to including you
in al areas of our life together. Please take a moment to fill out a
registration card — they are in the foyers of the Chapel and Aquinas
Center — and introduce yourself to one of the priests, the members
of the Parish Council, or the liturgical ministers. If you are not
registered, it is more difficult to provide documentation such as a
certificate for sponsoring a child for Baptism or Confirmation, or
to arrange for awedding here. So, please register.

Remember
In Your Prayers

In your prayers, please remember: Denise Beaudoin, Bill Bierce,
Charles Boivin, Jose Borja, Gerry Brown, Joan Campbell, Kevin
Carlberg, Caitlyn Daley, Elna Daniels, Danny Davis, Jane Diaz,
Jeanette Doiron, Carol Doyle, Celia Doyle, Tom Estes, Larry
Flynn, Burton Gaylor, Sabina Gouldsbrough, Jack Hannan, Jeanne
Heckerd, Michelle Heimall, John Jackman, Kathy Jambeck, H. J.
Keenan, Mary King, Alcide Lange, Anne Lange, Christine Lee,
Aina Makela, Linda Malloy, Daniel Morytko, Anna Nestor, Jean
Puma, the Roghani family, Michael Sangree, Justine Schmidt,
Carol Smith, Jeanne & John Sullivan, Bob Tierney, Zachary
Tierney, J.R. Trauger, Mary Trauger, Lorenzo Velez, Frank Velky,
Janice Walencewicz, Joshua Walsh, Charlotte Rae Wesoloskie,
Eleanor Yetter and all those who are ill. Please let us know of any
member of the parish who isill, facing a time of hospitalization, or
might enjoy a home visit.

Stewardship

“ Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20

In Our Lord’'s last words to the Apostles before ascending to
heaven He makes it clear that our Baptism comes with an
obligation. We are to do all that Jesus commanded us — which
means caring for the poor, teaching the children and using our gifts
to carry on the work of the Lord.

Church Support

UNIVEISIY oo st neenes $234.00
Weekly goal for Ordinary........ccccoeeveveevessennseerennnns $6,250.00
Last weekend’s actual collection for Ordinary .............. $5,161.00
Goal for year to date Ordinary..........ccceeeerrrereernne, $276,500.00
Actual year to date Ordinary ........c..ccceeeveeveevsrerennenns $260,941.39
Actual year to date budget deficit .........cccoevvvrernnee $15,558.61
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Parish News & Events

Winner'sCircle

Congratulations to the winners of our first Winner's Circle
Drawings: $25: Pat Wahlberg, Yvette Dionne, Eileen Furey and
Doris Palmer; $100: Jeri Diederich; $200: Catherine Sequeira, and
the $300 winner is Florence Tracy. All winners received their gift
certificates to Buckland Hills Mall in the mail. Remember that the
Winner's Circle was started to help St. Thomas meet some heavy
costs both now and in the soon-to-be future for building repair and
renewal. We have sold 75 memberships so far. We need 140
memberships to break even on this venture. Lots more tickets need
to be sold. Approximately 40 parishioners have bought tickets with
the remainder being sold to people outside the parish. Can we
"rally round" on this one? Membership is $60 per year and prizes
are drawn on the last Sunday of each month. Membership forms
are at all our doors or the Parish Office or available from the K of
C. If you need more information, contact the Parish office. Please
consider purchasing a ticket or two for yourself and selling a few
to friends and family.
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Yom Hashoah

Temple Bnai Israel invites us to its annual observance of Yom
Hashoah, Holocaust Day to remember those who died and to
dedicate ourselves to building a better world. Sunday, May 4, 7:30
p.m., 345 Jackson St., Willimantic.

Environmental Justice

We have just discovered a way to purchase palms from an
organization connected to the University of Minnesota, the
Lutheran Church, Catholic Relief Services, and the Presbyterian
Church US. The palms are sustainably grown and harvested and
harvesters in Guatemala and Mexico benefit much more than
through regular producers. We will place our order for next Palm
Sunday.

Islt Your TimeTo Serve?

The Pastoral Council will be filling three residential positions ---
the selections will be made in a drawing as Pentecost approaches.
After due prayer, please consider volunteering to be a member of
the Council --- or nominating a person for possible selection. As
the time approaches, we will all pray for the submitted names.
Finally, three names will be drawn at random from a bowl! during
Mass and the new members will be welcomed into the Council.
Please phone Sheryl King at (860)432-2171, or Ed Wehrle at
(860)429-6807, or any member of the Parish Council to submit
your hame or suggest a candidate.

Our Own Bob Tierney
He is in the Hospital and would love to hear from you. You can
send him an electronic get well card if you like - go to
wwwe.stfranciscare.org and then click on "e-mail a patient” in the
column on the right of the page. Thanks, Lisa
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Spirituality of Peace: Exploring

What It Meansto Be a Peacemaker

This program is designed for those who are interested in coming to
a deeper, more personal understanding of what peace is and is not,
exploring what Jesus and other models of peace can teach
us(Dorothy Day, Gandhi, Martin Luther King, St. Francis), and
increasing our awareness and ability to live as peacemakers in our
everyday lives in our world. The program is sponsored by
JustFaith and will meet on Wednesday evenings twice monthly
from 7-9pm on the following dates: May 7, 21; June 4, 18; July 2,
23, and August 6; and will continue again in the Fall. For further
information, please contact Annemarie O'Connor (860)429-6436
x205 and/or amoconnor@charterinternet.com or Marilyn Pinto:
(860)487-0770. and/or apinto@charter.net

EFT

We have about two dozen families who have made the switch to
Electronic Funds Transfer. Their pre-determined support for St.
Thomas is now automatically processed. Why not think about this
for your family. It would be a great help in our annual budget
struggle, especially during the summer when many families are not
regularly attending Mass here in Storrs - yet the parish bills
continue to come! FMI contact Joanne at the Parish Office.

Books and Videos
Thank you to those who were able to bring in children's books and
videos. These will now help an orphanage in Afghanistan that is
supported by UConn faculty (ret) member Prof Doffie Rotter.

Bicycle Event
Although it is over two months away, we need to respond to the
"Tri-State Trek" organizers with our ability to help (or not) with
their lay-over at UConn on July 18-19. If you can commit to this,
please contact the Parish Office this week - or well have to tell
them we cannot promise any assistance.

Come Be A-M azed!

On Pentecost Sunday (May 11), you are invited to help recreate a
tradition from medieval France. In cathedrals (like Chartres) that
had a pavement labyrinth, it was the custom for the whole
community to celebrate spring by singing, ‘dancing’ and even
playing a ball game on the labyrinth. We will attempt a simple
version of this celebration on the labyrinth set in the grass
between St. Thomas and St. Mark’s, at about 9:30 am. on
Pentecost Sunday. Please come to join in or lend encouragement!
(In case of inclement weather, we will try again on May 25.)

Parish News & Events

2008 Annual Bishop’s Appeal

“Bringing Hope to Those in Need”

This weekend our parish family is called upon to support the work
of our Diocesan Church in fulfilling the Mission of our Good
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Through our support of the Annual
Bishop's Appea (ABA), we enable Catholic Charities to serve
those in need in our communities. Our support will also enable
our Diocesan Church to provide programs that meet pastoral and
spiritual needs that will enhance Jesus' mission in our time and
place. At Mass today, we will be collecting all gifts made to the
2008 ABA. If you did not bring your completed pledge card with
you to Mass today are available at the Lobby entrances to the
Student Center and Chapel.

The target goal for our parish is that each parishioner helps us to
the best of their ability by making a gift to this year's campaign.
Together, with your support, we can accomplish many beautiful
works of faith, hope and charity. Our Diocese is hoping St.
Thomas can raise $39,500. Thank you.

10:15 Mass Liturgical Minister Sign-ups
Have you ever thought of serving the St. Thomas Aquinas
community as a Lector, Eucharistic Minister or Liturgical Team
Leader (LTL)? People who serve in these ministries find them to
be a very rewarding way to give something back to the
community. A sign-up sheet is available in the Aquinas Center for
new and continuing ministers for the 10:15 Mass. We especially
need additional Eucharistic Ministers. Everyone currently serving
should also sign-up to confirm their address, phone number and e-
mail address, and to indicate any dates when they will not be
available.

Giftsof the Spirit

May 11 is Pentecost (and Mother's Day). During this time we
celebrate the gifts of the Spirit, especially those present in our
community. On May 17-18 we are having a Ministry Fair.
Members of the parish ministries will be present in the Aquinas
Center before and after Masses with information on the many
parish ministries. This is a good time to discover the many
blessings of the community - and to reflect on how you might use
your time and talent in service.

We celebrate the Spirits healing gifts with an anointing of the sick
at the 5:00 p.m. Mass on May 10 and 10:15 Mass on May 18. All
those with chronic or acute illnesses of the body, mind, or spirit are
invited to participate.
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May Friendship Day - " God's Wisdoms

I nspires Hospitality"

Everyone is invited to join Church Women United on Sunday,
May 4 at 4:00 p.m. at the First Baptist Church here in Storrs
(corner of Rt. 195 and Spring Hill Road) to celebrate May
Friendship Day. People of many different faiths will join together
in prayer to explore how God's wisdom inspires hospitality. This
theme is based on Matthew 25: 35-40. So join us for an afternoon
of friendship, prayer, and hospitality. Please feel free to call Susan
Salesses at (860)429-8111 if you have any questions.

Ministry Fair

Dear Friends, on Pentecost, we celebrate the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Your involvement in the ministries at St. Thomas Aquinas
is a very great gift to us all, and on the Sunday after Pentecost,
May 18, we invite you to let the community know more about
what you do. Between the 8:15 and 10:15 services we will be
holding a Ministry Fair in the Aquinas Center, where there will be
space to set up tables and displays about the many ministries at St.
Thomas. Some of our ministries very visible and well-known,
while some are more 'behind the scenes’, but all are essentia to
the well-being of St. Thomas'. Please take this opportunity to let
people know what you do, and to encourage others to become
involved! Jane Frogley, Director of Music, on behalf of the Liturgy
Committee.

We'reHaving a Party!!!
Come join us on Sunday, June 1, at the 10:15 am. Mass to
celebrate Fr. Paul’s Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of his Ordination,
the summer, and the gift of our Faith Community — followed by a
festive Potluck Brunch at about noon.

Helpers Are Still Needed

We are in need of a few people to volunteer that day (June 1) to
help out with serving food, beverages, setting tables, and cleaning
up during this event. Please contact Lisa at the Parish Office ASAP
at 429-6436, ext 201. The more the merrier. We would really
appreciate your help. Thanks, Lisa

Pastor's Notebook

I once was graced to be at a liturgy where the opening words were
something like this: "Welcome. Welcome to this place and this
moment. Welcome to those for whom this is very familiar.
Welcome to those who have been away for a very, very long time.
There is a chair for you here. Welcome to those who aren't even
quite sure why you are here."

I remember still, if not the exact wording, the affect those words
had, and have yet on me. Welcome is the heart of Jesus message -
he did very little judging and even that was directed at those who
had closed their minds to the breadth of God's love or thought they
knew God's intentions better than he. And so this welcome is the
heart of the church. We all need it. We each, | think, carry parts of
us, that we experience as unwelcome to others or to ourselves.
Sometimes these are large and obvious, more often tiny and hidden
perhaps even from ourselves much of the time.

Our church wants to be welcoming but struggles too much. In
some places the issue is race or immigration; for other peopleit is
marital status or gender or sexual orientation. Or, largest of al,
denominational differences that keep us from breaking bread
together.

I hope that in our life and work here we can continue to be as
welcoming a Roman Catholic community as we are able to be for,
regrettably, there remain institutional limits to what might be done.
As persons, our level of welcome is best expanded by what we say
and do to each other than in any "mission statement.” Let us take
time to say hello to the person we do not know at Mass or invite
him or her to share a coffee and conversation. At one place | know
each person leaving Sunday Eucharist is given a small cookie and
the instruction to break it in half and share with someone you don't
know. Can we break donuts?

I'd like to share the closing stanza of a hymn "The Love That Goes
Unspoken" by Mary Louise Bringle (GIA Publications), as a

prayer:

"Christ loves without distinction, both joys and sorrows borne, and
welcomes open-hearted the ones whom others scorn. We shall not,
then, be shackled by needless guilt or shame. In Christ, the love
unspoken now dares to speak its name."

Peace, and welcome, Fr Paul g

With Sympathy
Our sympathy goes out to Patricia Swords Padick on the death of
her mother, Gertrude Swords. Please keep Pat and her family in
your prayers.



